


• 09:00 Welcome and presentation of NIELS-team
Diego Cattolica-Correa, National Coordinator, The 
National Secretariat for Sustainable Public 
Procurement, Sweden

• 09:10 The importance of an environmental 
Nordic market dialogue
Bente Hayes, CEO, Norwegian Hospital 
Procurement Trust

• 09:25 Why do the Nordic buyers want ecolabelled
products? Maiken P. Sele, Manager environment 
and climate, Norwegian Hospital Procurement 
Trust and NIELS project manager

• 09:40 Environmental labelling of medical 
products Tormod Lien, Senior Adviser 
Procurement, Ecolabelling Norway

• 10:00 Why dialogue? Elisabeth Smith, Innovation 
broker, The National Supplier Development 
Programme (LUP)

• 10:05 Q&A: Open dialogue with the suppliers 
Riche Vestby and Elisabeth Smith, Innovation 
brokers, (LUP)

• 11:10 Wrap-up Susanne Backer, Circular Economy 
Senior Advisor, Central Denmark Region and Hildur 
Hjartardóttir, Project manager, Landspítali

• 11.20 Next steps Maiken P. Sele

• 11:30 Practicalities of Part 2 Suvi Ketene, HUS

• LUNCH



The importance of an environmental 
Nordic market dialogue

The Norwegian Hospital Procurement Trust
Bente Hayes, CEO



Background - Think and act holistically



The importance of nordic cooperation

• The 11th largest economy in the 
world

• Experiences from similar process 
within pharmaceuticals

• The Nordic countries are setting 
the standard 
– we want to be frontrunners!

• Our own and political targets for 
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Articles of Association –SHI Sustainability Strategy - HUS

“..The enterprise shall actively 
participate in international networks 
and … alliances to promote increased 
coordination of purchasing at an 
international level.

The health authority shall ensure that 
the procurements are made in a 
proper and socially responsible 
manner, ..(and) shall be a driver of 
ethical trade and environmentally 
friendly purchasing. 

We must promote innovation and
facilitate the use of new innovative 
solutions in the specialist healthcare 
service.”

13.10.2023 6

HUS is one of Finland's largest 
public procurement units. 

.. With sustainable 
procurement, HUS aims to 
reduce harmful environmental 
impacts and promote positive 
ones such as the sustainable 
use of natural resources, fair 
working conditions and 
respect for human rights 
during the entire life cycle of 
the product or the service.

Anchorage



Today we want:

• To see that ecolabelling is a part of 
the solution – not the whole 
solution

• A solution-oriented dialogue for 
both the near and distant future -
What can we manage together 
before 2030 and beyond?
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The Norwegian Hospital Procurement Trust

Maiken P. Sele, Manager Environment & Climate
NIELS Project manager 

Why do the Nordic buyers want ecolabelled
products? 



Suppliers don’t know what they are selling 
and we don’t know what we are buying

From an ESG point of view:
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Clarifications

• We know: R&D and approval of medical 
products takes a lot of time & resources – 
But you have shown us that on top of all 
that, ecolabelling is possible!

• We are not expecting you to start with the 
most complex products. 
Our apporach: Low-hanging fruit, volume, 
invasive, especially for neonatal care – Let’s 
discuss!

• We are not planning to make a new 
certification standard  - 3rd party 
certification standards & bodies -------→

• What we need are more criteria, to cover 
more products – dependent on your 
willingness to collaborate on development.

Global Ecolabelling Network: 37 members covering
60 countries and territories around the world.

EN currently has 37 members 
representing nearly 60 countries and 
territories around the world.
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Globalecolabelling.net/organisations



Clarifications - continued

• Ecolabelling and Environmental 
labelling is the same 

• We are talking about medical 
products, - supplies,                       - 
equipment, - consumables, don’t 
get stuck in the words, we are open 
to labelling of all possible products 
– NielS

• Single criteria labels also ok – but 
will loose in competition with 
multiple-criteria.

ISO 14024 Type 1 label: voluntary, 
multiple-criteria based, third party 
product certification based on life 
cycle considerations.”
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How and who?

• If not us, then who?
• In close dialogue with the market, 

we wish to reduce the use and 
spread of both environmentally and 
health damaging products and 
substances in a lifecycle perspective.

• Healthcare products is our “core 
business”, -> Natural for us to focus 
on these.

• Through greener procurements of 
medical supplies, especially using 3rd

party ecolabelling



What do we want to achieve?

• save time and resources for both 
suppliers and buyers, - documentation 
and evaluation will be easier with 
certified products – only licence no.

• contribute to more sustainable 
procurement practices and product 
choices

• make it easier for public buyers to 
make the right choices

• long term: apply for national and/or EU 
funding of public-private partnerships 
to develop more sustainable products.
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Ecolabelling contributes to solving 
issues on many levels

• Current and future demands 
from the EU, national 
governments and authorities, will 
require control of supply chains

• Medical products included in the 
coming EU digital product passports

• Ecolabelling organisations do 
factory visits - none of us can do 
it to the same extent
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https://www.wbcsd.org/Pathways/Products-and-Materials/Resources/The-EU-Digital-Product-Passport


Hint: Click Crop to change size or focus of the image 

Environmental labelling 
of medical products

12th October 2023 

Senior Adviser Procurement Tormod 

Lien, Ecolabelling Norway



Before



After



After

Single issue labels 

Multi-criteria labels



Note: Only use transparent photos/illustrations or graphs in the grey box – or a text quote / big number. Do not use regular images 

Note: Footer 55 strokes and Source 125 strokes to fit all slides
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Public authorities across Europe will be encouraged 

to integrate green criteria and use labels in their 

procurement.
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Hint: Click Crop to change size or focus of the image 

Ecolabels – how do they 
work?



ISO 14024 Ecolabels Type 1

• Voluntary and market-based

• Third-party independent 
certification

• Complete and strict environmental 
requirements

• Develops the requirements in 
transparency

• The requirements are revised 
regularly

• Non-commercial



Change the color of the Title - grey or white if the image is light or dark.

The Nordic Swan Ecolabel focus on the entire life cycle

Waste & recycling

• Reuse and recycling

• Design for recycling

• Avoid waste

Production and construction process

• Resource and energy efficiency

• Renewable energy sources

• Chemicals

• Waste and emissions

Raw materials

• Recycled raw materials

• Sustainable renewable raw materials

• Biodiversity

• Land use

Use

• Quality and function

• Product lifespan

• Resource and energy efficiency

• Chemical exposure
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Hint: Click Crop to change size or focus of the image 

Relevant criteria



Note: Only use transparent photos/illustrations or graphs in the grey box – or a text quote / big number. Do not use regular images 

Note: Footer 55 strokes and Source 125 strokes to fit all slides

Relevant criteria documents

• Products of textiles, hides/skins and leather

_____________________________________________

• Sanitary Products

• Cosmetic products

• Tissue paper

__________________________________

• Disposable bags, tubes and 

accessories for health care
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Note: Only use transparent photos/illustrations or graphs in the grey box – or a text quote / big number. Do not use regular images 

Note: Footer 55 strokes and Source 125 strokes to fit all slides

Sanitary products
Products included are: 

• breast pads

• children’s diapers

• incontinence care products

• sanitary towels 

• tampons, cotton buds, cotton pads, cotton wool, 
sauna underlays

• bibs, plasters, compresses

• mattress covers/protectors, draw sheets, bed linen, 
wash cloths 

• surgical gowns, patient gowns/patient covers, surgical 
masks and caps.
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Note: Only use transparent photos/illustrations or graphs in the grey box – or a text quote / big number. Do not use regular images 

Note: Footer 55 strokes and Source 125 strokes to fit all slides

Disposable bags, tubes and 
accessories for health care –
medical devices
Products that can be labelled are: 

• intravenous (IV) infusion treatment 

• blood bags 

• peritoneal dialysis (PD) treatment 

• treatment of urinary retention and incontinence 

• ostomy pouches and accessories for treatment 
following ileostomy, colostomy, or ureterostomy 
surgery 
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Note: Only use transparent photos/illustrations or graphs in the grey box – or a text quote / big number. Do not use regular images 

Note: Footer 55 strokes and Source 125 strokes to fit all slides

Other possible product types
Other relevant disposable health care products may be 
included in the product group if they are an alternative 
to products made of softened PVC and if they are 
governed by this regulation and directive: 

Regulation (EU) 2017/745 on medical devices with 
subsequent amendments and adaptations and/or EU 
Medicinal Products Directive (2001/83/EC). 
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Note: Only use transparent photos/illustrations or graphs in the grey box – or a text quote / big number. Do not use regular images 

Note: Footer 55 strokes and Source 125 strokes to fit all slides

Unwanted chemicals and 
materials for the medical
industry

• Phtalates

• PVC

• Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFASs)

• D4, D5 and D6 siloxanes

• Brominated flame retardants

• Bisphenols

• Antimicrobial agents

Ecolabels ensure fulfillment of the European phase out-list.
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Right click on the image choose “Send to Back” now you can insert a letter. 

RPS Tool to identify new product groups

Relevance

How extensive is the environmental 

impact?

Potensial

• Reduced impact

• Switch is possible

• Differentiation 

• No Burden shift

Steerability

• Change in production is possible

• Documentation possible

• Market interest

SR P



Hint: Click Crop to change size or focus of the image 

Process and costs to 
achieve an ecolabel –



Note: Only use transparent photos/illustrations or graphs in the grey box – or a text quote / big number. Do not use regular images 

Note: Footer 55 strokes and Source 125 strokes to fit all slides
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Swan label

https://www.nordic-swan-ecolabel.org/how-to-apply/

EU Ecolabel

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/circular-

economy/eu-ecolabel-home/how-apply_en

Blue Angel 

https://www.blauer-engel.de/en/certification/certification-

your-product/application-process

GOTS

https://global-standard.org/certification-and-

labelling/how-to-get-certified

How to apply for an ecolabel 
– stepwise process

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/circular-economy/eu-ecolabel-home/how-apply_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/circular-economy/eu-ecolabel-home/how-apply_en
https://www.blauer-engel.de/en/certification/certification-your-product/application-process
https://www.blauer-engel.de/en/certification/certification-your-product/application-process
https://global-standard.org/certification-and-labelling/how-to-get-certified
https://global-standard.org/certification-and-labelling/how-to-get-certified


Note: Only use transparent photos/illustrations or graphs in the grey box – or a text quote / big number. Do not use regular images 

Note: Footer 55 strokes and Source 125 strokes to fit all slides
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Normally these are the steps

1. Register a user

2. Identify the correct criteria document

3. Find the necessary information, data sheets, reports 

and measurements

4. Fill in and submit the application 

5. Submit the documentation

6. The case handler evaluates the documentation and 

asks for eventual additional information

7. Extra rounds 5-6

8. Application is granted or rejected

9. If granted: applicant receices licence number and 

logo for use in marketing and tenders

How to apply for an ecolabel 
– stepwise process



Note: Only use transparent photos/illustrations or graphs in the grey box – or a text quote / big number. Do not use regular images 

Note: Footer 55 strokes and Source 125 strokes to fit all slides
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Application fees Price ex. VAT*

• New application EUR 3,114

• Control visit in the Nordic region

Included in the application fee

• Control visit to Europe

(outside the Nordic countries) EUR 1,557

• Outside Europe EUR 2 595 EUR

Application fee Swan label



Note: Only use transparent photos/illustrations or graphs in the grey box – or a text quote / big number. Do not use regular images 

Note: Footer 55 strokes and Source 125 strokes to fit all slides
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Annual license fees Price ex. VAT*

For sale in the Nordics

0.3% of the turnover of the Swan-labelled products 

up to EUR 30 million.

0.05% of turnover for the Swan-labelled products 

that exceed EUR 30 million

For sale outside the Nordic countries

(if the Swan-labelled products have a turnover of 

more than EUR 300,000 outside the Nordic 

countries) 

EUR 2,076

Annual license fee



Source: Nordic Consumer Survey on assignment from Nordic Ecolabelling (IPSOS 2019)

Sales inside and outside the 
Nordics
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Wrap-up
Diego Cattolica Correa, The National Secretariat for Sustainable Public Procurement



Next steps
Maiken P. Sele, Sykehusinnkjøp



Practicalities of part two
Suvi Ketene, HUS



Thank you for your participation 

& see you soon…



For updated information 
about the NIELS project 
please visit: www.lup.no

http://www.lup.no/
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