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1750 artificial football turfs in 

Norway 

– environmental problem or 

market opportunity?

• 100-150 turfs are purchased or 

rehabilitated each year 

• A major source of 

microplastics in Norway

• Mepex report (2016):1500 tonn

microplastics is each year 

caused by rubber granulate.
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Increased innovation 
effect of public 
procurement: 

• Public savings

• Environmentally friendly 

solutions 

• Better services for users

• Sound market conditions for 

trade and industry



Circular procurement:

• extended product lifespan

• closed energy and material loops

• clean and non-risky cycles
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Circular solutions in line with the waste hierarchy



White paper 22: (2018-19) Smarter 

procurement – efficient and 

professional public procurement

• The government aims at increasing 

the number of innovation-friendly 

procurements.

• Public procurers can use their 

market-position to promote 

development of new solutions 

when there is no existing solutions 

in the market. 
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Important «components» of innovation-friendly procurement:
• Focus on needs

• Open specifications – functional and performance requirements instead of descriptive

• Market consultations

• Cooperative consultation or procurement

• The contract (bonus, option, test-field)



• Bærum (Eikeli kunstgress):

• Asking for artificial turf without

rubber granulate (with padding

and sand infill)

• Fredrikstad (Kråkerøy, Gressvik 

og Østsiden kunstgress): 

• Asking for artificial turf without

rubber granulate



Pre-commercial procurement
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Flatåsen IL med Norges første 
Best Value Procurement prosjekt



• Difi will launch a guide for 

procurement of artificial turf 

autumn 2019 in close cooperation 

with SIAT and the R&D project KG 

2021. 

• Nordic Council of Ministers –

cooperation.

• Pilot in European Interreg ProCirc 

project 

• helene.hoggen@difi.no

• elisabeth.sandnes@difi.no
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